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EBMUD to begin Moraga Creek Erosion and Flood
Control Project construction

By Vera Kochan

The Canyon Road Bridge area
will see two overlapping pro-
jects this summer. Besides the
bridge’s Phase II construction,
the East Bay Municipal Utility
District will begin its Season 1
stabilization of the hillsides
below Augusta Drive and ad-
jacent to the Moraga Creek.
This follows the 2016 and
2017 landslides that occurred
on EBMUD property along-
side homes in the Moraga
Country Club area.

EBMUD Associate Engi-
neer/Project Manager Samuel
Gambino and Manager of En-
gineering Services Elizabeth
Bialek gave a game plan pre-
sentation during the April 14
town council meeting.

Using stitch piers that will
penetrate through the slide
plane and function as dowels
between the sliding mass and
underlying stable ground, a
retaining wall system will be
installed that will stabilize the
hillside.

The construction will take
place over two seasons.
EBMUD’s Season 1 will over-
lap with Canyon Road Bridge
Phase II, with the installation
of the lower and upper ends
of the project near the bridge.
Season 2 will continue the in-
stallation of the remaining
portions of the lower and up-

-

Artist’s rendering of completed Moraga Creek Flood Control Project

per walls.

Trees in the area will
need to be removed and
eventually replaced under the
watchful eye of a biological
inspector who will be on site
monitoring potential disrup-
tion of nesting birds. Other
environmental considera-
tions will include the protec-
tion of riparian species such
as raptors, whipsnakes, pond
turtles, red-legged frogs, and
tiger salamanders. To that
end, an exclusion fence will
be built around the perimeter

of the site with a one-way
porthole so that animals can
leave the area but not return
until the project is done.

In order to protect the
creek, drainage from the site
will minimize erosion of

stockpiles and adjacent native

soil. There will also be tem-
porary measures to prevent
discharge of contaminated
stormwater during construc-
tion, which may contain soil,
sediment and concrete
residue.

The contractor will be re-
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quired to control noise and
vibration levels during con-
struction by muffling equip-
ment, selecting quieter
equipment or erecting noise
barriers. Vibration will be
monitored so as not to exceed
threshold levels.

Season 1 is expected to be-
gin this summer and end in the
fall. Work hours will be Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5
p-m. For more information
visit:
www.ebmud.com/moragacreek.

Comcast outage interrupts Moraga Town Council meeting a second time

By Vera Kochan

In the space of nearly two
months, Comcast internet
outages have disrupted ser-
vice not only to residents in
the Lamorinda area, but have
caused confusion, aborted
service and television screens
to broadcast test patterns
during a couple of Moraga’s
town council meetings.

The first incident of note
was during the Feb. 10 discus-
sion of the Bellavista subdivi-
sion improvements. Both
Mayor Mike McCluer and
Council Member Teresa On-
oda disappeared from the
Zoom broadcast. Any viewers
who retained their internet
service were informed that it
was a Comcast issue by Police
Chief Jon King. McCluer and
Onoda were eventually able to
phone in to the meeting,
which was adjourned early
due to the difficulty in con-
ducting town business in that
manner.

The second, and most re-
cent interruption, occurred
during the April 14 meeting
when Vice Mayor Steve
Woehleke disappeared from
the Zoom screen. He, too, was
eventually able to rejoin via
phone. In both instances,
Town Clerk Marty McInturf
and Administrative Assistant
Mary Jane Muller scrambled
to record the meetings, in one
form or another, for eventual
viewing/audio playback by
the public.

Silicon Connections Presi-
dent Mark Dahlen, whose
company is the town offices’
internet service provider,
stated that many of his clients
throughout the Lamorinda
area, Emeryville and even the
San Francisco Peninsula had
lost their Comcast internet
connection. He speculated
that recent, sporadic outages
could be due to so many peo-
ple still working from home,
school kids performing online
assignments and an over-

usage of Zoom. He explained
that Comcast does have
backup generators on utility
poles that are capable of de-
livering service for up to eight
hours, but thieves have been
known to abscond with them
on a regular basis.

According to a CNN news
report in 2015, fiber optic in-
ternet cables in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area were cut so of-
ten that year that the FBI
joined the investigation. Ac-
cording to the report, 11 inci-
dents happened in the space
of seven months, noting, “The
individuals may appear to be
normal telecommunications
maintenance workers or pos-
sess tools consistent with that
job role.”

Downdetector.com stated
that on April 14, 88% of issues
reported by Comcast cus-
tomers were internet related.
Television disruption was 5%
and total blackout involved
5%.

Comcast Senior Director

of External Communications
for California, Joan Hammel,
could give no details as to the
Feb. 10 outage, “It’s possible it
was related to routine main-
tenance of our network.”
However, Hammel was able to
give more information on the
more recent April 14 disrup-
tion. “The outage was caused
by a vehicle incident that
damaged our system. Our ser-
vices started being disrupted
at about 3 p.m. and services
started being restored at
about 8 p.m. that same
evening. Roughly 20,000 cus-
tomers in the East Bay were
impacted. As always, we apol-
ogize for any service disrup-
tion for our customers. It is
important for folks to sign up
on the Xfinity MyAccount
App. That is so useful, because
they can access pertinent,
timely information about the
status of their services.”

The exact address of the
vehicle incident, according to
Hammel, was in a residential

area of Walnut Creek. The
Walnut Creek Police Depart-
ment Public Log disclosed that
the incident occurred “Time:
142602” involving “utility.”
The old adage, “Misery
loves company” couldn’t be
truer in today’s internet-
dependent society. Fastmet-
rics, a San Francisco Bay Area
internet service provider, has
some tongue-in-cheek sugges-
tions for things to do when
the internet is down: “Cry in
the mirror; yell at your inter-
net provider; nervously pace
back and forth; repeatedly
click refresh; complain to
your local congressman; paint
your feelings; stagger outside,
become confused and disori-
ented by 'real world'; ask God
‘Why me?’; stay calm by as-
suming the fetal position and
humming quietly; and fill that
nagging pit of despair in your
stomach with donuts.”

6 BD | 4 BA | 3,668 sq.ft. + 185 sq.ft. Bonus Room, “The Cave,”
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Sunrise to Sunset Views...Everyday!
54 Fieldbrook Place, Moraga

galore!

Some of what you will love about this one of a kind home:

Breathtaking views
Quiet cul de sac location
Fabulous spaces to entertain - for large and intimate gatherings
Abundant fruit and nut trees...almonds, meyer lemon, grapefruit, lime,
apple fig, avocado & pomegranate
Master retreat with private Bullfrog hot tub just steps from the French doors
Ensuite private guest room/in-law/au pair
Solar power & Tesla Home Battery
Front row seat to the annual Moraga Fireworks display
Access to Lamorinda’s Award Winning Schools: Los Perales, Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate & Miramonte High School
Close to town, restaurants, coffee, the brewery and hiking and biking trails

See photos, video and floor plan at 54FieldbrookPlace.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for infor-mational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price,
condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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